
Borough and County Cllr Emma Nelson 
Update to Parish Council 2nd February 2022 

 
1) Warden Hill Primary School 

Rebuild: 
New build is progressing well, wheel wash installed and most of the excavated material now 
removed. Concrete foundations laid and masonry deliveries ongoing. Ground floor installation will 
involve a large crane and approx. 4 lorry loads of precast concrete / day. Steel frame deliveries 
through February may involve a certain amount of noise.  
Amended plans have been approved covering the relocation of 4 trees and reduction in the height 
of light columns from 6 to 4 metres.  
 
School Street Trial: 
Now in final 6 months of the Experimental Traffic Regulation Orders (ETROs) ending on May 2nd 
2022 (One for parking restrictions, the other for access to Durham Close).  
To comment on the ETRO’s please go to: 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/traffic-regulation-orders-tro-and-traffic-
schemes/ 
  

Stakeholders meeting on 1st February when again a request was made to add a simple “Except for 
access to residents’ properties” sign at the bottom of Durham Close. 
School staff are stretched with staff absences and the need to focus on teaching & learning thus 
resources to monitor access to Durham Close are extremely limited; consequently, habits of some 
parents are slipping. Some parents attending breakfast club are driving up Durham Close during 
closure times. 
 
Cabinet Member responsible for Public Protection, Parking and Libraries will be attending at school 
pick up time in the next couple of weeks. 
 
Resident Concerns: 
Early morning disturbances continue and Communications between GCC Universal Commissioning 
Manager and local residents are ongoing. Environmental Health also involved. 
  

2) Highways Matters 
Kidnappers Lane will be closed from 10th January for 10 weeks through until 18th March to allow 
foul drainage pipe work to be installed.   
 
A46 Shurdington Road Vegetation Clearance started on Monday 31st January. 
Following on from the landscape works along Kidnapper’s Lane before Christmas, this is to prepare 
for the new walkways and cycleways as part of the construction of the new High School 
Leckhampton. The plans for these works were approved as part of the secondary school planning 
approval back in May 2020.  The detailed works had to be technically approved by GCC Highways 
(s278) which was done last September, and a letter was delivered to all impacted properties in 
October (attached) This letter included a reference to the S278 drawings detailing work to be 
done.  
 
Subsequently Kier have confirmed that works to install the walkways and cycleways along the A46 

will be completed in three stages: 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/traffic-regulation-orders-tro-and-traffic-schemes/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/traffic-regulation-orders-tro-and-traffic-schemes/


- the first (now), to cut back trees and hedgerows to a height of 600mm (2 foot) before the nesting 
season gets underway (brambles and other vegetation to ground level).  
 - second, in April, the remaining vegetation will be cleared back following the dormouse 
hibernation period. 
- the third being the actual construction works that must be complete by end of August.   
 
Works along this stretch of the A46 involve the removal of vegetation on Highways land 
only. Where required, if vegetation has strayed onto Highways land where the new footpaths and 
cycle paths are being installed, then they will be locally trimmed back. Kier are clear that should 
there be any need for access to private property then the owner must be consulted. 
 
The clearance of the section opposite Kidnapper’s Lane will be done last as this will necessitate 3-
way traffic signals. 
There will be a need to remove some Ash trees along the route due to Ash die back; for every Ash 
tree removed, two trees will be planted in an appropriate location. 
There are extensive ground-work plans to re-plant the green area at the Woodlands Road / 
Hawkswood Road junction. 
 
Farmfield Road will be closed for one day on 10th March to allow for repair/replacement of 
defective frame and cover by Severn Trent Water. 
  
Warden Hill Road crossings. Await latest proposal from Highways on how best to improve visibility 
& conspicuousness of crossing points so they are very clear to motorists. Various suggestions 
(high-vis, arrow heads, white lines, thermoplastic road surface signs etc) have been put forward 
but for various reasons (largely Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions (TSRDG) 
restrictions) have been rejected by Highways.  
 
Waiting Restrictions: 
TRO Ltd have now initiated the TRO process and have sent final plans to Statutory Consultees who 
must respond by February 10th. Following this, if there are no objections, there will be a further 
Public Consultation (Notice of Proposal) Stage. There have been a few minor changes to the plans 
originally circulated last year in response to feedback from both residents impacted by the 
restrictions, and Councillors.  
 
Trees for Dinas Green 
In response to a request from Warden Hill Borough Councillors, I have put in a request to GCC for 
some trees to plant on Highways owned land in Dinas Close. These are to replace some very old 
trees that are believed to be at the end of their natural life span and have, over recent years, had 
various large boughs breaking off. The planting of some trees, together with hopefully some 
flowers, if agreed by the PC Communities Group, plus other initiatives, could be a start to a 
possible “Friends of Dinas Green” group for the local community to be involved in.  
    

3) Planning Applications   
Newland Homes (21/00847/REM) 22 Carbon Neutral Homes - Approved unanimously by 
Committee Thursday 20th January.  This is the first 100% Carbon Neutral development in 
Cheltenham. 
 



Kendrick (21/00045/REM) – I have spoken to Kendrick, they have no update from the Planning 
Inspectorate (PINS) who, by all accounts, are snowed under with applications due to backlog from 
Covid. 
 
Miller (20/01788/FUL) This application is now most likely to be decided at the February 17th 

Planning Committee. With regards to status of works on the critical Moorend Park Road junction – 

please see below – Redrow Conditions.  

Redrow (21/02750/FUL) – The earliest this will be considered by Committee is March 24th.  CBC 
Planning raised concerns at pre-application and are now working through various responses and 
the many objections raised on the Planning Portal. I have particular concerns re. drainage in 
general and particularly foul water, traffic/highways/infrastructure, plus the fact that Redrow still 
have several key undischarged conditions from their 377 homes development now almost 75% 
compete.  
 
Other Planning Applications of local interest –  
2 new dwellings on Leckhampton Hill opposite Old Bath Road junction (21/02148/FUL) will be 
decided by Full Committee on February 17th. We all have serious concerns over traffic/highways 
issues and thankfully have persuaded GCC HDM to visit the site this week with a view to revising 
his response.  
 
Burrows Field Storage Hut (Leckhampton Rovers) (21/02675) was considered at the Planning 
Committee on January 20th and was largely agreed in principle but was deferred to enable the 
height of the unit to be reviewed. This could be re-considered at the February meeting. 
 
Redrow (TBC 14/00838/FUL) – three conditions still outstanding and, although there are S278 
agreements in place, designs have not yet been given technical approval so works cannot proceed. 
One refers to the footway along Church Road past the auction house which I have been pushing 
GCC Highways on for some time now; HDM have just sent designs to Redrow for agreement.  
The second refers to a “Gateway” on Leckhampton Lane and I am still hopeful for some sort of 
build out / priority give-way to reduce speed along this stretch. Again, HDM are in discussions with 
Redrow to produce a new highway works agreement or use a deed of variation to add these.  
The third and most significant condition, as we all know, relates to the Moorend Park Road 
junction. GCC HDM are still awaiting a response from the Commercial Team at Redrow as to how 
this is to be achieved. As a direct result of local pressure, this whole issue has been escalated 
within GCC Highways. The situation is not straightforward, although the original Redrow plans had 
S278 agreement, they were not technically approved and now circumstances & local conditions 
have significantly changed; furthermore, no safety audit has been carried out.  
A Section 73 planning application may be necessary to amend the plans covered by this condition.   
My next line of approach is via TBC Planning Enforcement.  
 
 


