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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council, Thursday 3rd September 2020 at 7.30 pm, 
Via Video conferencing 

 
Parish Council (PC) members present: Councillors Penny Henty(Chairman), Stephen Cooke (*), Peter 

Frings, James Parker, Adrian Mears, Ro Baillie, Iain Dobie (*) (**)  Martin Horwood (*) Ian White, 
Elizabeth Barker, Margaret White, Emma Nelson, Phil Bennett, Anne Regan and Ian Bickerton. 
Ms. Arlene Deane (Clerk).  
Cllrs Peter Frings and Viv Matthews arrived later 
 (*) Indicates also a Borough Councillor; (**) also a County Councillor 
Members of the Public:  105 members of the public attended. 
 
The meeting was held via webinar due to the large number of public attendees. The Chairman (Cllr 
Henty) reminded everyone to keep their microphones on mute and to wave their hand if they wanted to 
speak. The Cllrs were the only ones seen on the screen. All on the call could see and hear the 
proceedings and when a member of the public wanted to speak, Cllr Parker, the technical facilitator, 
enabled them to be seen and heard.  

 
 

1. Apologies for absence/Declarations of interest 
Apologies received from Cllr Tony Oliver (*) 
 
Declarations of interest 
 
Cllr Horwood declared his son used to play for LRFC - Item 2  
Cllr Nelson is a Brizen Trustee - Item 8 
Cllr Regan is a Brizen Trustee - Item 8 
Cllr Bennett is a Brizen Trustee - Item 8 
Cllr M White LEGLAG Director and Secretary - item 5. 
There were no more declarations. 
 
Cllr Bickerton declined to declare an interest in item 5 but after discussions with the Chairman and 
Clerk he declared an interest in Item 5 as a member of LEGLAG.  

 
Cllr Cooke declared an interest as his son used to play for LRFC – item 2 
Cllr Dobie declared an interest –item 2 (funded LRFC through Growing the community fund) 

 
2. Burrows Playing Field - Leckhampton Rovers Football Club (LRFC) update - Mark Beaney  

 
Mr Beaney summarised the project. 

Leckhampton Rovers Football Club have taken on a 21 year lease on the Pavilion and a 21 year 
licence on the playing fields at Burrows Field. 
The project includes levelling the fields and refitting the pavilion to accommodate girls and disability 
football. The project will cost approx £800k and LRFC are hoping to raise money via Redrow S106, 
from the Football Association and also County Cllr Dobie has allocated funds from his ‘Growing the 
Community’ fund.  A project team has been set up and includes 12 members from CBC. The project 
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is currently due to start May 2021 at which time half the playing field will be levelled off and the 
pavilion will be refitted. The work on the remaining half of the field will start in May 2022.  
 
 
 
 
There will be no change of use for the community. The facilities, when completed, should be one of 
the best in the County. No planning is needed for the pavilion but the project team are waiting to hear 
if planning permission is needed for the fields. 
 
LRFC have submitted an application for £5K S137 grant to the PC for nearer the time when the site 
is ready for items such as moveable goals and a defibrillator. 
The project presentation documents can be found on the PC website 
https://www.leckhamptonwithwardenhill-pc.gov.uk/council-meetings.html#item-1236847 

 
Cllr Cooke congratulated Mr Beaney and LRFC on the work done to put this project together, it will 
be a great asset. CBC have given a refreshment licence to a trader, which has already started at 
Burrows Field. Mr Beaney explained that the licence given is for 2 years as it has not been decided if 
the pavilion will also be able to house a café. Discussions will take place nearer the time with the 
current licence holder, CBC and LRFC.  
 
Cllr Horwood explained the refreshment kiosk is only there on a trial basis; he also congratulated 
LRFC. Cllr Horwood asked if the drainage issues would be solved. Mr Beaney advised they are 
working with drainage expert to resolve the issue. 
 
Cllr Baillie asked if there were any plans to extend the car park. Mr Beaney advised that there are no 
plans to do this. There will be no increase in the amount of football played on the fields. LRFC will 
liaise with various local schools nearer the time to see if parking at those sites can happen. 
There is a footpath around the full perimeter of the field which will encourage people to walk and 
cycle. 
 
Cllr Dobie has helped fund LRFC before from his Growing the Community fund and is doing so 
again. The Pathway around the field will be completed at the same time as the field work is 
completed as the drainage solution is linked. 
 
Cllr Henty thanked Mr Beaney for the summary and asked if he would come back to keep the PC 
and residents updated. Mr Beany said he was also happy to be contacted by the public any time to 
answer questions or to give further talks on the project. 

 

3. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting held on 9th July 2020  
Approved 

 
4. Actions and matters arising from the above; other than those that are separate agenda items 

below  
Nothing additional to the agenda items. 
 

5. Leckhampton High School update – Cllr Henty  
 
Cllr Henty summarised the PC’s position. 
 
The PC wrote to GCC planning and the Head of Education to highlight mitigations which would 
minimise the impact the building of the school on the environment, ecology and the traffic. A reply 
has yet to be received from the Head of Education, Charlotte Jones, despite being chased. The 

https://www.leckhamptonwithwardenhill-pc.gov.uk/council-meetings.html#item-1236847
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Parish Council stands by the evidence it submitted in its original application submission, subsequent 
additional responses and the letter sent to GCC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs M White, as a private individual, independent of the Parish Council, on September 1st submitted 
a Judicial Review (JR) against GCC. The JR documents are on the website and soft copies have 
been sent to all Cllrs.  https://www.leckhamptonwithwardenhill-pc.gov.uk/consultations.html 
 
Section 7 of the JR details 3 remedies being sort 

 Move the all-weather floodlit Astropitch away from the highest landscape and visual 
sensitivity of the school site. This could be achieved with the removal of the flood lights and 
the high fencing 

 GCC recommendation for diversion of the existing ancient RoW footpath, as promoted by the 
NPPF (para84) rather than the current plan to remove this important public footpath link 

 Adding tree screening to preserve the views into and from the Cotswold escarpment and 
AONB, this is in keeping with the integration of the school into the newly formed 
Leckhampton Green Space, Cheltenham Local Plan 

 
Mrs White indicated in the JR that she does not believe this will cause a delay nor incur additional 
costs. The PC and CBC are now both named as Interested Parties. The evidence used is now classed 
as Sub Judice so cannot be discussed.  

 
The PC does not know if the JR will be granted to go forward or not so there is nothing at this time for 
the Parish Council to discuss or decide on. 
 
Cllr Henty asked whether there were any significant questions and/or input to raise at this time. 
 
Cllr Horwood pointed out that a member of the public, via the ‘chat’ function, had asked an important 
question. ‘Are the PC satisfied that they are significantly distanced from the JR bearing in mind that Mrs 
M White is a Parish Cllr’ 
Cllr Horwood also asked what the level of risk is to the PC. 
 
Cllr Henty explained that the PC had taken legal advice and in an ideal position, the PC would not have 
been named.  The PC have made clear to GCC that it is not party to the JR and the PC wishes to be 
able to negotiate with GCC at such time that GCC invite the PC to do so. CBC are also now named as 
an Interested Party although they were not named in the Pre-Action letter to GCC. If and when the JR is 
granted, the PC will take a formal decision on whether to submit the evidence to the court that it has 
already submitted to GCC but in doing so the PC would first need to understand the cost implications 
and risks attached. The PC does not now enough currently.  

 
Cllr Cooke said it was his understanding that whether or not the JR is granted is about the process the 
GCC followed, not the three remedy suggestions. The Judge reviewing the JR will decide if GCC did 
not follow due process during the planning stage and at the planning committee meeting in May.   
 
Cllr Dobie thought there is potential for the JR to delay the school. Cllr Henty said that this is currently 
an unknown. GCC have advised the Clerk that if the judge rules for the claimant and the JR continues, 
GCC will undertake a risk assessment and decide whether or not to continue the build to plan. A JR 
does not stop an approved planning application from being built. 

https://www.leckhamptonwithwardenhill-pc.gov.uk/consultations.html
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The Clerk confirmed that GCC legal department have received the JR. 
 
Cllr Cooke explained that the initial process in reviewing the JR could take weeks so there could 
potentially be a delay and people should realise the consequences. The temporary buildings at 
Balcarras can only house the students for a year. If GCC do not build ‘at risk’ this will cause major 
problems, with the likelihood of students being driven all over Gloucester for an education, with the 
added financial implications this will bring for parents. 

 
 
 
 
The Clerk confirmed that GCC legal department had suggested that, due to the time factor of parents 
having to make their school choices by late October, the judge reviewing the JR will come back with a 
decision quickly. 
 
Cllr Regan agreed with Cllr Cooke. Cheltenham schools have no places for this 120 cohort. 
 
Cllr Ian White said this project could have many possible delays including the financial position of Keir 
(they could go bankrupt), Brexit and GCC finances (due to Covid). The list is long and this legal 
representation in the form of the JR will not cause substantial delay compared to those delays just 
mentioned.  He stated this was overblowing the issue that ‘we are not fundamentally questioning the 
school, that decision has been made; we are just trying to make it more environmentally friendly, it’s not a 
big change it is small. Don’t make it bigger than it is.’ 

 
Cllr Viv Matthews arrived. 
Cllr Matthews asked if a temporary classroom could be provided at Bournside. Cllr Henty said that that 
suggestion couldn’t be resolved here. 
 
Cllr Dobie said there were two issues ‘one being that some people basically don’t want the school to go 
ahead full stop, which he thought was behind the letter.’  The JR did suggest some remedies, including 
pathways and sports facilities and how they are managed. Cllr Dobie suggested that the PC could deal 
with the given remedies outside of the JR process. Cllr Dobie suggested that the PC could move this 
forward by recommending the PC tackle those remedies so that the JR could be dropped. A task force 
could be set up to work with GCC to see what wins could be achieved. Cllr Dobie confirmed he would be 
happy to lead as the County Cllr and deal with GCC. This would mean the threat hanging over the 
students’ future would go away.  
 
Cllr Henty asked how Cllr Dobie would propose to get the GCC to engage with the PC, as they have not 
yet answered the PC letter. ‘What confidence do you have that the GCC would engage with the PC on 
the 3 issues?’  Cllr Dobie said he did have confidence and the PC could have another go at solving these 
issues but the PC is hampered by the feeling at GCC that there are some people who want to throw a 
spanner in the works at this late stage. 
Cllr Henty said she would of course like to think they would talk to the PC  
Cllr Henty asked Cllr Dobie if he knew why GCC hadn’t replied.  
Cllr Dobie confirmed if the Clerk sent him the details he would look into it. – Action for the Clerk 

 
    Cllr Henty asked Ms White if she wanted to comment. Mrs White replied – ‘not at the moment’ 
     

Cllr Cook confirmed his support for Cllr Dobie and stressed there would be no negotiation as long as the 
legal work is on the table. The JR is a very big mistake. 

 
6. Parish Council Vacancy and next steps  
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Cllr Henty confirmed that the PC has one current vacancy, replacing Cllr Chris Nelson who resigned in 
May. A formal notice of vacancy needs to be lodged with CBC and then advertised. 
 
Cllr Horwood asked about Co-option rules to ensure a balance between elected members and Co-opted 
members. 
The Clerk confirmed that the last election was May 2018 and she would need to check the records to see 
how many current Cllrs were Co-opted and if there is a limit – Action for the Clerk to advise the PC of 
numbers and any restrictions on Co-option after speaking to GAPTC. 

 
 

7. Public Session: The Meeting will open to the public for questions and comments  

 

Mrs Anna O’Connor spoke for herself and on behalf of the Supporters of the Leckhampton School 
Group. 

The Group would like the PC to make a decision on who they support. There are over 900 people in 
the group currently and the majority of the community showed they were in favour of the school 
during a survey undertaken by Borough Cllr Chris Nelson a couple of years ago. 

Mrs O’Connor asked the PC to support the parents’ group and not the JR and to support Cllr Dobie’s 
suggestion to work with GCC. Mrs O’Connor said she did not think that GCC had covered 
themselves in glory. She would have expected more preparation and collaboration from GCC and 

certainly not to be in this position at this late stage. The parents are the recipients and are counting 

on GCC and the PC to do their jobs to benefit all. 

Mrs O’Connor stated that members are still not taking on board that there are no places for the 
students of the next cohort to go to a Cheltenham school in September 2021.  

Mrs O’Connor has had many conversations with Head of Education, Charlotte Jones. It is still not 
known what will happen to the students if this new school does not open in 2021 on the Balcarras 
temporary site. There are 3 academies in Cheltenham not governed by GCC education and the other 
schools have already expanded. There are no places. 

Mrs O’Connor commented that ‘of course the parents are sympathetic to the environmental, ecology, 
traffic and pollution problems but these issues have been discussed over and over again. The Group 
wants to work with everyone, this is critical stuff now and late in the day. The parents love living here 
and sharing the fields that are protected in the Cheltenham Plan but the school is critical, it’s not a 
housing development it’s a school.’ 

Mrs O’Connor asked for the PCs support and asked of LEGLAG and those supporting the JR that if 
they believe that the majority of the community do not want this school then where is the data 
supporting that view.   

 
Cllr Klara Sudbury  
Cllr Sudbury explained that this is a very important issue for the residents she represents in College 
and Charlton Park Wards, which are not near the school site or in the Parish.  
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This school is very much needed and she has been campaigning for it for a long time. She became a 
Cllr about 15 years ago when the Leckhampton triangle was concentrated around Collum End Rise. 
This has moved further and further east as Balcarras has become more popular. Cllr Sudbury has 
sympathy with Mrs M White and the people worried about the school but believes that people in 
Leckhampton are reasonable and empathetic and ambitious for their community and can come 
together to get the school built and to resolve the issues. She said it is very disappointing that GCC 
have not answered the PC’s correspondence. The school is needed, there is no other site for the 
school in South Cheltenham but realises it is an environmentally sensitive site. Cllr Sudbury said she 
has no confidence that what is happening now is helping and the people she represents are getting 
very anxious and worried. 
 
 
Cllr Henty asked Cllr Sudbury for any suggestions of how to get GCC to engage with the PC to try 
and resolve the issues. Cllr Sudbury confirmed it is not easy and suggested that members of the 
public stress to GCC the need for the school and resolving the environmental issues. 
 

 
Gerry Potter  
Mr Potter has heard from various Cllrs who do not want the land built on. He stated ‘I find it appalling 
that the secondary school supporters want to subvert the JR through sheer force of numbers rather 
than any planning rational; very much sounds like bullying to me.  The bottom line is that Margaret 
probably has much wider local support than the school advocates’.  Mr Potter went on to say ‘The 
outcome should be based on the weight of argument not on the weight of numbers. Many parents 
have taken a view which is not shored up by all the facts; in fact I strongly suspect that many of the 
pro school activists probably live a distance from, and have zero sensitivity for, the Leckhampton 
fields’.  
 
Mr Potter talked about the work LEGLAG had done over the years to protect the fields. He was 
concerned that the numbers of houses built/being built currently amounts to approx 2400 which 
would mean an extra 3500/4000 cars using the A46 and surrounding roads in Leckhampton, 
Shurdington and Warden Hill at peak times. He asked if someone from the supporters’ group could 
explain how to deal with traffic congestion and pollution. Mr Potter suggested that the school should 
not have been considered until Highways could offer a solution to the traffic issues in this area. Mr 
Potter did not think a solution could be found. 
 
Adam Jaques 

Mr Jaques said ‘I would like you (PC) to stop prevaricating, get off the fence and decide on what the 
Council does or does not support. There are unintended consequences perhaps, if we are fair to the 
applicant of the JR, of further delay in the building of the already approved school’.  
 
Mr Jacques wanted to know how the PC sits on this, he understands the division but thought there 
should be a vote on the matter.  He also expressed concern on the reluctance by some Cllrs to 
declare their involvement and interests and named Cllr Bickerton in particular for his hesitancy to 
answer a very simple request at the beginning of meeting.  
 
Mr Jaques requested that the PC move forward by trying to persuade the applicant to withdraw the 
JR and adopt Cllr Dobie’s suggestion of working with GCC 

 
Cllr Matthews  

Cllr Matthews agreed that there should be a vote.  She further stated that unless there was a vote by 
all residents of Leckhampton the numbers of those for and against would never be known.  
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Mrs Vanessa Hunt 
Mrs Hunt said that generations of her family had lived in the same house in Leckhampton for over 70 
years. She went on to say that ‘up to the last 5 years there had never been such a contentious issue 
and it is a disgrace that my children do not have a place to go to school’.  
 
Mrs Hunt said she did not care about numbers but asked the questions ‘where would you like my 
children to go to school?’ There are no places at Balcarras, Bournside, Pittville, nowhere in 
Cheltenham. 

 
 
Cllr Cooke  
Cllr Cooke refuted the several comments made that the majority of the community are against the 
school. He reminded everyone that Borough Cllr Nelson did a full survey of all residents of Warden 
Hill and Leckhampton and the result was a conclusive majority of support for the school. Also a 
meeting 3 years ago, when the school plans were being discussed, showed huge support for the 
school. 
 
Cllr Cooke said as an elected Borough Cllr he does knock on doors and he assured everyone that 
there is a majority in favour of the school.  He went on to say that this school has been through the 
full democratic process and was unanimously supported cross county at the planning meeting where 
it was approved. It would be very foolish for the PC to go against the school and the objectors are the 
minority view. 
He agreed the PC should ask Mrs White to withdraw the JR and to adopt Cllr Dobie’s task force 
motion suggested earlier. 
 
Cllr Henty restated the PC’ s position that the PC does support the school but the PC did have 
concerns which it highlighted in its evidence submitted as a consultee of the planning application and 
in the letter it wrote to GCC education suggesting mitigations for the environmental, ecological and 
traffic impacts of the build. 
 
Cllr Henty moved to put Cllr Dobie’s proposed motion to the Vote. 
The motion was: 
 
The PC to ask Mrs White to withdraw her JR application with the intention of forming a task force to 
work with GCC to mitigate the impact of the development and specifically to deal with the 3 remedies 
set out in the JR.  
 
This motion was seconded by Cllr Cooke 
 
Cllr Bickerton asked for a modification to the motion, which would be 
 
The PC work with GCC and put a time limit on the negotiations and if GCC respond to the 
concession and there is movement then the PC would ask Mrs White to withdraw the JR 
 
Cllr Dobie replied that he wished his motion to stand in full without modification. 
 
Cllr Bickerton responded by asking Cllr Dobie if he did not feel confident in dealing with GCC. 
 
Cllr Dobie responded by saying that Cllr Cooke had already explained that GCC will not negotiate 
whilst there is a legal case, the JR, against them and they are much more likely to deal with the PC if 
the JR is removed. 
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Cllr Bickerton reminded Cllr Dobie that the GCC have still not replied to the PC’s letter and the JR 
may encourage them to negotiate on these very very small concessions.  
 
Cllr Bennett stated that he was in agreement with Cllr Dobie that the motion should remain as 
originally proposed. He also said it was his experience that the legal action hanging over GCC’s 
head would mean they would not negotiate.  
 
 
Cllr Henty reminded everyone about declared interests. 
The Clerk advised, after taking advice from the Borough Solicitors Office, which Cllr M White would 
not be able to vote and that Cllr Bickerton would not be able to vote. She also advised Cllr Ian White 
that he should think about whether he should vote or not as Mrs White is his mother. 
 
Cllr Ian White was unhappy with the advice and stated he was a separate legal entity to his mother. 
 
The Clerk explained to Cllr Ian White that he was not being told he couldn’t vote, but rather to think 
about whether he should vote or not. 
 
Cllr Ian White said that he would think about it but knew what the answer would be.  
 
The Clerk confirmed to Cllr Ian White that this was fine and it would be minuted. 
 
Cllr Bickerton disputed that he should not vote. 
 
The Clerk advised that he should not vote as he is a Director and chair of LEGLAG and helped with 
the JR, she asked Cllr Mears for assistance on the matter. 
 
Cllr Mears said that as far as he was aware the JR case was drafted entirely by Cllr. White's barrister 
and Ian did not have any hand in writing it. 
 
Cllr Mears confirmed that LEGLAG, via another Director, Kit Braunholtz, had sent an email to all 
LEGLAG members asking for support for the JR and with funding it. Mr Braundholtz must have used 
the LEGLAG email contact list to do this. 
 
Cllr Henty explained that the vote is about asking Mrs White to withdraw the JR so that the proposed 
PC task force can negotiate with GCC not whether the PC support the JR or not. 
 
Cllr Parker was concerned that if those who were involved with the JR or on the periphery are not 
allowed to vote then there would not be a balance. 
 
Cllr Barker stated that no one knows how much individual Cllrs have been involved or not with the JR 
and it is immaterial so each Cllr should be allowed to vote except Cllr M White. 

 
Cllr Horwood said he supported the first part of Cllr Dobie’s motion; if there are environmental gains 
to be made, it is much better to do it in the spirit of negotiation and accepting the fact that the 
planning committee has approved the school and the Secretary of State has ruled in favour, and it is 
in the Cheltenham Plan. Having said that, Cllr Horwood was very unhappy about the PC voting to tell 
someone to withdraw a JR. 
 
Cllr Henty said the PC should ask not tell. 
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Cllr Horwood didn’t feel that some Cllrs could not vote as there is no commercial or financial interest. 
 
Cllr Horwood suggested that the vote be split into two parts. 
 
Cllr Frings said he supported Cllr Horwood and did not think that the PC had a right to ask an 
individual to withdraw a JR. Mrs White has a perfect right to do what she has done and he would not 
vote to ask her to withdraw. GCC’s incompetence has brought us here, the remedies are fairly small 
and the way forward should not be difficult to resolve. The anger should be directed at the GCC not 
the PC. 

 
Cllr Henty suggested that the vote should be as Cllr Horwood suggested; on Cllr Dobie leading a 
task force to negotiate with GCC. 
 
Cllr Dobie replied that, bearing in mind his experience of working with Councils, he would ask to keep 
the original motion and if it is voted down then move onto the split motion. Cllr Dobie reminded 
everyone that the PC are only asking Mrs White to withdraw so that a task force can try and 
negotiate with GCC, not telling Mrs White to withdraw. 
 
Cllr Henty reminded everyone that the legal advice regarding voting was based on a likely vote to 
support the JR or not. This vote is very different. 
 
Cllr Cooke stated that Cllr Dobie’s motion was proposed and seconded so should be voted on. 
 
Mrs White was asked if she wanted to speak; Mrs White said she was confused about what was 
being proposed. She would listen and come back with her response. 
 
Cllr Regan asked that the motion be re-read so that everyone knows exactly what is being voted on. 
 
Cllr Dobie read out his motion. 
 
‘To request that the letter asking for a JR  be withdrawn and replaced by a Parish Council task team 
to negotiate with the GCC and the school on improvements to the project plan, including pathways 
and the layout of sporting facilities and measures to make the school carbon neutral’. 
 
Cllr Henty added that the 3 specific remedies included in the JR should be added to the negotiations. 
 
Cllr Henty asked for the vote to start. 
 
Cllr Horwood asked on a point of order that a roll call of each vote be taken. 
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The Clerk went through Cllrs names and captured each vote. 
 
Cllr Ballie – For 
Cllr Dobie – For 
Cllr Bennett - For  
Cllr Ian White - Against 
Cllr Parker - Against 
Cllr Regan - For 
Cllr Nelson - For 
Cllr Cooke - For 
Cllr Barker - Against 
Cllr Matthews - Against 
Cllr Horwood - Abstained 
Cllr Mears - Against 
Cllr Frings - Against 
Cllr Henty - For 
Cllr Bickerton – Against 
 
The vote was split 7/7 
 
Cllr Nelson said that Cllr Oliver, if he was here, would have voted For. The Clerk and the Chairman 
reminded everyone that as he was not in attendance he would not be entitled to vote. 
 
Cllr Bickerton stated that the PC needs to be consistent with the letters it has sent to the GCC and 
the PC has not received a reply. 

 
The Chairman, Cllr Henty, had the deciding vote and voted – For  
 
The motion was carried. 
 
There was discussion about a second vote. 
 
Cllr Henty drew a line under this topic and asked Cllr Dobie to convene the task force to include a 
representative view of the issues. Cllr Henty asked Cllr Dobie when he could report back on 
progress.  Cllr Dobie asked for a chance to discuss with colleagues and promised to report back to 
the next PC meeting 
 
Cllr Henty asked Mrs White if she would consider the request in the motion. Mrs White said she 
would think about it. 
 
Cllr Bickerton said that as his vote wasn’t counted he asked Mrs White to take that into 
consideration. The Clerk advised Cllr Bickerton that his vote had stood. Cllr Bickerton said thank you. 
 
Cllr Henty asked Mrs White when she might be able to give a formal response. Mrs White said she 
did not know. 
 
Cllr Bickerton suggested waiting until Cllr Dobie comes back with some news. 
 
Cllr Mears suggested that Cllr Dobie should get GCC to engage before Mrs White withdraws the JR. 
 

 Cllr Dobie stated that GCC are less likely to engage with the PC while the JR is in progress. 
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Mrs White said they have not engaged which is why the JR was applied for. She would love to trust 
them to move forward. Mrs White is concerned about the long-term effects on the local environment 
 
Cllr Henty said that Mrs White does need to come back with her response as soon as possible. 
 
The Clerk suggested that the parents group write to GCC about how they feel. 
 
Mrs White said she was not trying to stop the school just protect the environment.  
 
Cllr Reagan stated that the majority of participants had overwhelming commented that Mrs O’Connor 
be allowed to give a final response on the topic. 
 
Cllr Henty invited Mrs O’Conner to speak. 
 
Mrs O’Connor asked to speak directly to Mrs White on behalf of the 900 people in the supporters’ 
group. The JR has the potential to cause a delay which is the parents’ main concern. This is very late 
in the day and those objecting to the motion are making no reference to the children at all.   
 
Mrs O’Conner asked Mrs White very politely to withdraw the JR so all could work in collaboration 
with GCC so there is no delay to the school. 
 
Mrs White said she could not comment at the moment, she was finding it hard to hear and it was too 
much of a jumble. 
 
Cllr Henty asked Mrs White if she would reply to Mrs O’Connor by email tomorrow. Mrs White said 
she would reply when she was ready. – Action for Mrs White to reply to the PC and Mrs O’Connor 

 
Cllr Bickerton asked if Mrs O’Connor’s group could work with Mrs White and Cllr Dobie’s task force. 
 
Mrs O’Connor explained that the priority is that the children go to a local school. She has attended 
many PC meetings and offered to work collaboratively with the PC and this had not happened. 
 
Cllr Henty thanked everyone for their input and restated that the PC are for the school and are trying 
to balance it with the avoidance of any long-term damage to the environment and ecology. 
 

 
8. Brizen Young Peoples Centre – Cllr Henty/Clerk  

2020/2021 agreement Pip & Jim’s  
The Clerk confirmed that the two extra clauses have been inserted in the agreement and this has 
been sent to the P&J Trustees to sign. 
 
Ongoing roof problems at Brizen 
The flat roof at the centre is causing issues with the ladies toilets. It has been repaired several times. 
The Clerk is contacting CBC to see if there is a longer term solution that could be considered. 

 
9. The Parish Magazine and delivery  

Cllr Henty thanked everyone who worked so hard on the Parish Magazine. The PC has received a 
great deal of positive feedback. Delivery of the magazine in Leckhampton was an issue as the 
volunteer group that had originally built up during the Covid lockdown was now mostly back working. 
Several Cllrs had volunteered to deliver. The Clerk arranged for a delivery firm to deliver the 
remainder of the magazines in Leckhampton but they let the PC down at the last minute. Another  
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request has gone out to Cllrs to help with the remainder of the deliveries. A digital copy of the 
magazine is on the PC website and was posted on the PC Face Book and Twitter pages. 
 

 
10. Improvements to Dinas Close Green Space – Cllrs Dobie/Regan/Oliver  

 Request in principle to the Parish Council for funding for improvements to this neglected area.  
o What is involved 
o Who will lead 
o Next steps 

Cllr Dobie wanted to highlight that this is a much neglected area. There are also serious social issues 
there. He would advocate that the PC support the improvement of the area, which could also help 
with anti-social behaviour. It is important to involve the residents in any future improvement plans. 
The Communities Committee will come back to the PC to with a plan of how to move this forward. 
The PC has already approved friendship benches for Warden Hill and one could be installed there if 
the residents approve. Cllrs Oliver and Dobie are working with the Police and Crime Commissioner, 
who could also help fund improvements in the area. 
 
Cllr Regan support the ideas that Cllrs Dobie and Oliver are suggesting and hopes the PC can 
support the improvements. 

 
Cllr Dobie said a survey will be carried out this week and the Communities team would come back to 
the October PC meeting with suggestions. 
 
Cllr Ian White said he had received a call from a resident of the area complaining about flood issues 
due to wood blocking drain.  Cllr Ian White supports Cllr Dobie’s suggestions. The area is part of 
Warden Hill but it looks very different and really deserves support from the PC to help in improving 
the area. 

 
 
11. Members Session: Each member of the Parish Council to bring up any Community issues 

and/or matters that may affect the Parish. This session will also include any C5 report and 
information from the Clerk.  

 
Cllr Regan – planning application with TBC animal hydro unit and café on up Hatherley way and 
maybe parking for heavy goods lorries. It is just on the perimeter of the parish boundary and could 
bring problems. 
 
Salisbury Ave toddlers play area planting needs cutting and weeds needs removing. – Clerk to speak 
to Adam Reynolds. 
 
Cllr Bennett 
Crime figures have been received for Leckhampton and circulated but we are still awaiting figures for 
Warden Hill. Cllr Bennett has emailed both PCSOs to organise a postcode bike marking session. 
 
Cllr Bennett wanted to note his opposition to continued Co-option and prefers that democracy takes it 
course 
 
Cllr Horwood asked if Cllr Bennett can ask the PCSOs to attend at least one meeting a year. - 
Action 
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Cllr Horwood informed the PC of several areas of the Leckhampton road which had been dug up as 
part of planned maintenance which does not seem to have been coordinated with GCC Highways 
and suggested the PC Highways Committee pick up the issue. - Action 
 
Cllr Horwood raised again the No Parking leaflet. The Clerk advised that the police had informed her 
that parking on a pavement can only be enforced if there is obstruction. The PCSOs regularly visit 
the areas of Leckhampton Road and on no occasion could obstruction be proven. 
They also advised that the PC not put parking leaflets on vehicles as the PC could be subject to 
criminal damage claims.  
Cllr Horwood said he would like to take the leaflet option forward and Cllr Parker supported this 
action. - Action Cllrs Horwood and Henty to agree the wording and circulate the final leaflet to all 
members. 
 
Cllr Henty asked the Clerk to check if the PC’s insurance policy would cover any claims for criminal 
damage if the PC put No Parking leaflets on cars. – Action 
 
Cllr Matthews suggested asking David Pritchett from GCC Highways, if they can get tougher on 

parking. 
 
The Clerk advised that there is now a new parking enforcement agency working with GCC 
highways, NSL and they have been asked to patrol the Leckhampton Road to discourage illegal 
parking. 
 
Cllr Cooke also agreed that pavement parking is a problem and supported the PC issuing No 
Parking leaflets. He has also asked Highways to install bollards at tactile crossings to stop cars 
parking. 

 
Cllr Cooke updated the PC regarding the approved Trim Trail project in Burrows Field. The PC needs 
to work with CBC who are installing the next phase of the cycle/walking path in the field. A volunteer 
has also come forward to help raise money for the project. 

 
Cllr Cooke informed the PC that Bovis/Visty, who own Lotts Meadow, have installed a line of posts in 
the meadow as part of a plan to bring in wildlife from another of Bovis’s lands. The Clerk explained 
that she has been in contact with Bovis and they have confirmed that no fencing will be installed. Cllr 
Mears suggested that the current signs be replaced with ones giving more details of the project and 
that CBC have given approval. Cllr Mears also suggested planting tall trees in the area, which would 
help screen the new Hitchens development. The Clerk has emailed the requests to Bovis and is 
awaiting a response. 
 
Cllr Ian White responded about pavement parking stating that pavement parking is sometimes 
necessary to ensure roads are not blocked. Some of the roads in Warden Hill are narrow and would 
be easily blocked if cars could not park on pavements.  A one size solution does not fit all. 
 
Cllr Henty reminded members about the code of conduct and asked all to read and familiarise 
themselves with the regulations. - Action 
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12. Update summaries from sub committees and project leads: 

 Neighbourhood Planning – Cllr Bickerton  

The Neighbourhood Planning Forum (NPF) had a constructive meeting with an action on Cllr 
Bickerton to update the final draft, this should take a week at which time it can be circulated 
to all members to review. The NPF took a decision to produce a summary which would make 
it easy for the public to read. The team are also looking at the planning changes the 
government are bringing in. 

 Air pollution – Cllr Frings  

NO2 levels are lower than last year, reasoning being lower levels of congestion at peak times 
as slightly less cars on road. Data is on the website. A new group has started called Clean Air 
Cheltenham. Cllr Frings will circulate details of the website and the events that are happening 
in October. 

 Speed Monitoring – Cllrs Cooke and Nelson  

8 posts have now got brackets on them so the monitoring equipment can be installed. 40 
weeks’ worth of data is now available. There is a speeding issue at the junction of Crippets 
and Farm Lane and the team are liaising with the police on next steps.  

 Communities – Cllr Oliver  
No update 
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13. Approval of payments to be made in September and those made retrospectively in August 

when there was no meeting.  

 

Payment approvals August 2020  
 

Main account 
100688  2 Commune annual hosting    £         606.00 
100689  Stephen Doyle refurbishment of fencing and  

Benches, Salisbury /Ave play area  £         464.00 
100690  ICO annual subscription    £           40.00 
100691  O’Connor Hatherley Way monthly hedge  

cutting March 19 to May 20   £         550.00 
100692  Iain Selkirk Internal audit fee   £         120.00 
100693  Gradko International Ltd DT July   £           59.22 
100694  In2print Parish Magazine printing   £       1296.00 
100695  A Deane salary August     £         919.49 

 
 

Brizen account 
100085  Cancelled 
100086  Down to Earth Electrical –light fix   £          32.18 

 
 

Payment Approvals 3rd September 2020 Meeting  
 

Main account 
100696  Gloucestershire County Council  
   Bridge over Hatherley Brook   £         459.00 

100697  Gradko International Ltd DT August  £           59.52 
100698  A Deane Salary September   £         919.09 
 
 

Brizen Account 
100087  Falcon security annual alarm monitoring  £         220.00 
100088  Cheltenham Borough Council annual rates for  

Brizen changing rooms    £         324.35 
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14. Any other business (including Local Planning applications) 
 

Property Parish Council Comments 

131 Warden Hill Road - Two storey rear extension with 
associated internal and external alterations.  Removal of 
existing conservatory/detached garage. 

No objections  

62 Collum End Rise - Single storey rear extension and 
modifications to front of property. 

No objections 

Imber 7 Undercliff Avenue - Removal of condition 16 on 
Planning permission 19/02199/FUL - 2m high privacy 
screen for Plot 2 terrace 

The Council cannot comment on this 
application. This is really a detailed issue for the 
planning officer. 

Crooks Industrial Estate Croft Street - Change of use from 
historic ancillary residential and storage to Residential 

No objections  

Crooks Industrial Estate Croft Street - Construction of 2 
dwellings fronting Croft Street including new access and 
associated external works 

No objections  

3 Nourse Close – Conversion of integral garage to form 
large kitchen/dine and utility 

No objections  

299 Old Bath Rd – extension to existing dropped kerb No objections  

7 Charlton Lane – erection of a single storey side 
extension 

No objections  

14 Highwood Ave – proposed rear dormer windows and 
roof alteration for loft conversion 

No objections  

51 Pilley Crescent – single story front and rear extension 
and 1st floor rear extension 

No objections  

14 Highwood Ave - No objections  

7 Charlton Lane - No objections  

8 Arden Rd - No objections  

26 Highwood Av - No objections  

2 Griffin Lane - The council objects to this application 

Brindley House Moorend Grove - No objections  

92 Farmfield Rd - No objections  

Stonecroft 5 Melbourne Close - No objections  

16 Church Rd - No objections  

Lyndale Moorend Grove - Comments by 8th September 

8 Durham Close - Comments by 8th September 

Belaringar Farmfield Rd - No objections with comments 

147 Salisbury Ave - Comments by 10th September 

 
Cllr Horwood asked about Imber. Cllr Mears explained that this was a technical issue for the planning 
officer. 
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15. Date and time of the next meeting, arranged for Thursday 1st October 2020 (Details of this 

meeting will be given nearer the time and will be dependent on COVID restrictions) 
 

The meeting finished at 22:01pm 
 
A Deane- Clerk to the Council  


