
 

Motion calling for 20mph limits as a default for Leckhampton with Warden Hill Parish 

Council (LwWHPC) residential streets (with exceptions where appropriate) 

 

Leckhampton with Warden Hill Parish Council moves that:  

1. the relevant local authorities give serious consideration to the 

implementation of a default 20mph limit for residential streets throughout 

Leckhampton with Warden Hill Parish;  

2. local media be informed of this motion;  

3. a copy of this motion be sent to Alex Chalk MP asking for support.  

4. the Parish Council welcomes that the concept of 20mph limits appears in the 

‘Connecting Cheltenham’ strategy report and that GCC Highways has a 

working group examining this. 

Background 

Leckhampton with Warden Hill Parish Council (LwWHPC) seeks to improve the quality of life 

for our community and supports policies to improve road safety and reduce pollution. The 

council supports increased uptake of sustainable travel such as walking and cycling.  

History: The 30mph speed limit for residential areas in the England was introduced in 1935 

when there were about three million vehicles on British roads. Today there are approaching 

40 million vehicles. We have inherited a speed limit from a previous era.  

The first 20mph zone appeared in the UK in 1991. Since then several local authorities have 

introduced 20mph limits in residential areas. It is estimated that 21 million people in the UK 

now live in local authorities that embrace 20mph for most residential roads where cars and 

people mix, for example Lancashire, Oxford, Bristol, Manchester, Birmingham, Bath & North 

East Somerset, Scottish Borders and many more. The Welsh Government is also proposing 

20mph limits for many residential streets. 

This motion is a call for 20mph to become the default limit for residential streets, as 

recommended by NICE [1] and WHO [2]. The Parish Council requests the relevant local 

authorities to give serious consideration to the implementation of a default 20mph limit for 

residential streets throughout Leckhampton with Warden Hill Parish. 

Some local authorities have utilised ‘sign only’ 20 mph zones [3] where average speeds are 

already low in an attempt to avoid repeated acceleration and deceleration and to encourage 

smooth more economical driving. These are cheaper than utilising traffic calming measures. 

It is understood that exceptions to a 20mph default limit will be required where the local 

authorities, having assessed the needs of all road users, believe a different speed limit is 

safer [4] (DfT) or necessary for other reasons. 
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Benefits of 20mph for residential streets 

1. Quality of Life improvement: Fear of fast moving traffic affects people’s quality of life. 

The slower the traffic, the less noise, pollution and danger is experienced by residents 

especially children, pedestrians and cyclists. It follows that the slower the traffic the more 

residents are likely to feel safe and choose alternative transport for suitable journeys 

including walking or cycling, rather than utilising private motor vehicles. 20mph limits helps 

turn our streets into more pleasant places - see ‘Connecting Cheltenham’ strategy report 

[13]. 

2. Casualty reduction: In 2018 there were 468 road casualties recorded on 30mph roads in 

Gloucestershire. Various studies show that 20mph limits substantially reduce casualties [5]. 

Not only are there fewer accidents with 20mph limits but the harm caused by each incident 

is greatly reduced. There are 7-10 times fewer fatalities if hit by a vehicle at 20mph 

compared to 30mph [6]. As speed increases the kinetic energy of a vehicle increases with 

the square of the velocity (Kinetic energy = 1/2 mv2 where m is the mass and v the velocity 

of the vehicle respectively) which is why increased speed becomes so dangerous. 

There is evidence that a reduction in the average speed of traffic on urban main roads and 

residential roads with lower speeds leads to a lower accident rate [7].  

3. Healthier lifestyles: 20mph limits encourage healthier and more sustainable transport 

modes such as walking and cycling. After 20mph limits were introduced in South Edinburgh 

children’s ‘permission to play out’ more than doubled and cycling to school tripled. 

4. Better for the environment: There are environmental benefits to 20mph limits. Driving 

more slowly at a steady pace can reduce both carbon emissions and particulate pollution 

[8](DfT). On average it takes 2.25 times more energy and fuel for a vehicle to reach 30 than 

20 mph and more fuel to maintain a higher vehicle speed against greater wind resistance. 

i) Pollution: 20mph offers better air quality from traffic and emissions reductions. A 

study from Imperial College (London) found 20mph limits help improve air quality regarding 

particulates and oxides of nitrogen (NOx) equivalent to reducing the number of vehicles 

[9][10]. 

ii) Noise reduction: Many people’s lives are blighted by road noise which can affect 

sleep and mental health. Studies have shown about a 3 decibel (dB(A)) noise reduction from 

vehicles travelling at 20mph rather than 30 mph, much of it due to tyre noise. This effect is 

perceived as halving ambient noise [11].   

5. 20mph is popular: The National Travel Attitudes Study carried out by the Department for 

Transport in 2019 shows that seven out of 10 people support 20mph speed limits in 

residential streets. This was confirmed by a 2017 consultation in Cheltenham [12]. 
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